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PICTURE BOOKS 


MY PUPPET DODO Peggy Cloth Books 
$1.50 


A new angle to this latest addition to a series of cloth books with sponge 
figures attached which have made a place for themselves in both book departments and 
toy departments. This time, instead of a "sponge” figure, the washcloth is a puppet 
which fits over the hand and serves again a dual purpose- as puppet, as functional 
wash cloth. Once again, the book text is a simple jingle introducing the character 
of Dodo, who goes through the child's day - mealtime, playtime, bedtime, bathtime. 
The color is safe and washable, and the practical features have been proved for sev- 
eral years. (3/10) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Brown, Margaret Wise Crowell 
WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? $1.25 


In winsome verses by Margaret Wise Brown and charming pictures and decora- 
tions by Barbara Cooney-a book tiny children with that early awareness of repetition 
of sound and rhythm will claim as their own. Familiar creatures such as cat-bird- 
squirrel- fish- mouse and so on appear in verses asking questions- "Where have you 
been?" And the answers have odd quirks of humor "To see if the tick comes after the 
tock"- the kinds of things that bring chuckles to the youngest readers. Stocking 
book size. Cloth. (2/6) 


Big Golden Book Simon & Schuster 
$1.50 
Brown, Margaret Wise PUSSY WILLOW 


Enchanting Leonard Weisgard pictures splashed in rich full color all over 
the double spreads, and a story that reads quite delightfully as a round the season 
pattern of growing things - this should prove a special Easter item, and a good all 
year round gift item. The idea of the slender thread of story is an original one. 
A tiny kitten that doesn't grow any bigger and that doesn't seem to have any family 
is sure he's kin to the pussywillows. He was born into a Spring world - and then 
suddenly the pussywillows disappeared. And he looked until he found them again - 
a whole year later.... Purists (and this includes many small inquiring minds) will 
be bothered by the lonesomeness of the kitten and his not growing. Even his relief 
when he finds his pussywillows again- just where they'd been before- isn't enough 
quite to offset the sadness of disappointment in the months between. On an adult 
level the book has great appeal. Boards. (Publ.) 
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Wiese, Kurt Viking 
HAPPY EASTER $1.50 





If you can put your conscience to sleep, you'll enjoy this story of how there . 


came to be colored chickens at Easter time. The rabbits were late in collecting the 
eggs, and persuaded a hen to give up her clutch of eggs on which she'd been sitting 
longer than she thought necessary. Then what happened? Just as the coloring went on 
the shells, the shells began to break, and out came the colored chicks...An original 
idea in a flat picture book in rainbow colors - board binding. Good seasonal mer- 


chandise. (3/7) 


CLASSICS- REPRINTS- INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


GARDEN CITY REPRINTS each $.85 


Cooper, John R. Mel Martin Series - three titles 


THE MYSTERY OF THE BALL PARK THE SOUTHPAW'S SECRET 
THE PHANTOM HOMER (Original Publication) 


Simon & Schuster 


Little Golden Books 
each $.25 


Published 


Lantz, Walter- WOODY WOODPECKER - A screen favorite of the younger fry in 
a harmless story of how Woody got himself into the circus as a member of the band, and 
of how a succession of misadventures resulted in his being offered a job as clown. 


Kean, Edward - HOWDY DOODY ina Clurabell-The popular television puppet who 
wns a circus and his clown who couldn't resist practical jokes. It would seem that 
practical jokes have irresistible appeal - so this should be acceptable to the fans. 


Baum, Frank - THE ROAD TO OZ - What a queer one to pick for an introduction to 
the magic of the Land of Oz. Surely The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is a necessary beginning, 
even for the very youngest. In this Road to 0z too many characters, too much taking for 
sranted familiarity with their personalities will make for general confusion. 


Martin, Marcia HOW THE CLOWN GOT HIS SMILE Wonder Books 
each$.25 





and 


Woolley, Catherine THE LITTLE CAR THAT WANTED A GARAGE 


Rather unusually high standard of story telling in both of these Wonder 
Books. The clown story tells of a clown who got his laughs by just pretending he was 
sorrowful - or hurt - or clumsy. And then a little girl took him seriously and almost 
broke up the circus with her tears, and he had to do something to make her smile again. 
flat postery effects, reproduced with muted tones - quite effective illustrations by 
John Hull.... Catherine Woolley's story about the old car in the second hand car lot, 
and his yearning to find an owner, is a new angle on the outmoded engines- and planes- 
and trains. Edward Meshekoff's pictures, in decorative caricature, are very amusing’ 
ind original... Paper and board-washable- but too lightly stitched to stand much 
use. (Publ.) 

BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Scott, Sally Harcourt, Brace 
BINKY'S FIRE $1.75 
A beguiling puppy story with lovable pictures by Beth Krush. Binky was born 
at the season when hearth fires were not needed, so found sheer delight in his first © 


voasting on the rug before it. The cellar was more than ever undesirable when bedtime 
came, until he discovered a merry little fire all his own, in a box of shavings. But 
the fire didn't stay there, and when it singed Binky's paw, he beat a hasty retreat, 
though he knew the racket would rouse the family. Just what happened. next-and why he 
found himself a hero was never quite clear to Binky, but it makes an amusing story for 
the four to six year olds, while some second graders can read it to themselves. 


Cloth. (2/21) 
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Farjeon, Eleanor & Herbert Lippincott 
KINGS AND QUEENS $2.75 


This is a reissue, with addition of verses devoted to Edward VIII and George 
VI. First published in 1933, this rapidly became a minor classic in English households. 
How extensive its acceptance is here is still a question in my mind. One really needs 
considerable background on English history- and a very special kind of humor to appre- 
ciate the subtleties of reference, the quirks of characterization, the appropriate- 
ness of the choice of meters to the handling. Rosalind Thornycroft’s illustrations 
(they would provide a whole new inspiration for a pack of cards) also need adult 
interpretation. Limited- I should think. Cloth. (2/20) 


Aldrich, Mary M. Macmillan 
TOO MANY PETS at SRS 


Each chapter is actually a complete story, but every one deals with some in- 
cident in the Gays" progressive acquisition of pets. The stories are good - they have 
child appeal - they have pace and originality. But again and again the author talks 
down to her audience. The very use of "Mother Gay” and "Father Gay" prejudiced me 
from the start, so that the quality of the story telling had to be good to surmount 
the initial feeling. "Father Gay's" conversion to keeping pets provides the connect- 
ing thread. Dependable appeal in the Barbara Cooney illustrations. (March) }% 


Chalmers, Audrey Viking 
BIRTHDAY OF OBASH $2 .00 


This story has lots to recommend it, but it is much too long for the age at 
which it is aimed. No breaks for some fifty odd pages in a story of the optimistic 
baby hippopotamus who thought everyone would want to celebrate his birthday with him- 
and was heart broken because they ran away. Finally he found the homeless Frizzlewits 
who were just crazy enough to think a hippo's birthday was a lark. And it all turned 
out beautifully for everyone concerned. Nonsense with a bit of commonsense and en- 
chanting pictures in wash. Cloth. (3/7) 


EASY READING 


Bulla, Clyde Robert Crowell 
SONG OF ST. FRANCIS $2.50 


Third graders can read this vivid retelling of the familiar St. Francis 
legend while somewhat older children will not feel it is written down to them. Chiefly 
the emphasis is on the young Francis, his boyhood in Assisi, his yearning to be a 
knight, his mischief, his comrades. Occasionally, there are flashes of the Saint - 
but he serves Pirst in the wars between the city states- then as a prisoner- then 
goes to Rome to study, before the awareness of his vocation outweighs the more wordly 
demands. Throughout, his love for nature, animals and birds, children- even a sight 
of his sympathy with the sick and poor, give glimpses of the man he was to grow to be. 
The story ends, when he welcomes an old boyhood friend into the Order he has founded. 
Accompanying music and appropriate drawings by Valenti Angelo. A lovely looking book. 
Cloth. (2/6) . 

Beim, Jerrold Morrow 

COUNTRY GARAGE $2 .00 


* Here's a book for beginning readers that has eye appeal for small brothers 
as well. For- in pictures. by Louis Darling on almost every page (some of them in 
three colors), and in text by Jerrold Beim, the story is told of Seth, who liked cars, 
and whose uncles owned a service garage on a country road. How Seth learned to ser- 
vice customers himself makes a good yarn that has a wish fulfillment angle for the 
small boy who learns all about cars at an incredibly early age. Cloth. (3/19) 
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“100 
How, Ruth W. Coward-McCann 
ADVENTURES AT FRIENDLY FARM $2.50 
‘@ Be 
A continuation of events in Ruth How's previous book, The Friendly Farm- in the 


same pleasant pastoral vein. Again Brian and Patsy spend the summer with Jim and the Free- 
mans, reencounter Ben, the gypsy boy who has tamed and raised the "magic" colt Prince who 
follows him everywhere and has the peculiarity of being able to lure other horses. This 
time Ben's cousin Sim, as a friendly enemy, complicates Ben's life by stealing another 
horse. The mystery is solved in good English countryside atmosphere of trees and ruined 
abbeys and with sufficient attention paid to the development of proper attitudes towards 
gypsy tactics and the raising of horses. John Moment's drawings are still rather awkward 


and static. (2/25) 


Beim, Jerrold Harcourt, Brace 
BEACH BOY $2.50 


The second book for this 8 to 11 age level, the other being Across the Bridge 
(see 1951- P. 101)- and something of a disappointment. Where the earlier book handled 
juvenile emotional problems perceptively, sympathetically, as integral to the story, 
this is a somewhat loosely constructed, diffuse episodic story of two families learning 
to live together through a seashore summer. Granted that it is a moot problem of today's 
overcrowding, the goals of better human relationships, young and old, are obscured. 
David and Paul, sons in the two families, become firm friends, through crabbing, board- 
walk-biking, and even through the solving of their spats and differences. Good yarning 
on the level of everyday normal events of a summer at the shore,- boating, swimming, 
beach life. Dependable characterization - and a nice side bit in the friendship between 
David and the one-armed artist who teaches him the beauties of Bayberry's quiet places. 
Jerrold Beim couldn't write a mediocre book- but this is definitely undistinguished. And 
the text is further hampered by the grotesqueries of Lillian Freedman's awkward line ©} 


sketches. (3/7) 





Steele, William Harcourt, Brace 
THE BUFFALO KNIFE $2 .25 





A warm, suspenseful story about the Clark family who made a thousand mile jour- 
ney down the Tennessee River to French Salt Lick, in the days when the redcoats were still 
1 menace. Young Andy Clark has a dream come true the day before departure when his Uncle 
Aswell, a hearty adventurer and a Long Hunter, arrives and gives him a wonderful buffalo 
knife- that he hadn't the wildest hopes of getting before he was fourteen years old. He 
loses it though, and the voyages, Andy's by river, Aswell's overland, are finished before 
it's found again. Steele, who knows his country well, has put vigour and a consistent 
firmness of prose into this, his second book about the region. Black and white drawings 
by Paul Galdone,of Chickamauga Indians, animals, shooting the treacherous Muscle Shoals 
rapids- are graphically satisfying. (2/21) 


Clark, Ann Nolan Viking 
SECRET OF THE ANDES $2.50 


The Inca boy, Cusi, and his search for a family are portrayed in a story that 
is crystal clear as the cold mountain-like waters, as ethereally expressed as the morn- 
ing air that softens the tips of the Andes. One day convinced by an errant minstrel that 
his lonely llama herd's life in Hidden Valley- with only old Chuto, the llama Misti, and 
‘he dog Suncco, for company- was far from complete, Cusi starts a journey to brilliant 


Cuzco, but with these words in his ears: "Grieve not if your searching circles". Miss © ; 
Clark's skill as a story teller, as interpreter of Indian feelings, mountain feelings, 

iramatic contrasts between the age of Inca civilization and the newness of the modern 

world, are put to much better use at this age level than at the younger, though her 


marked immersion in the genre, the interpolation of Incan songs and myths, the whole 
idyllic quality, may still be a bit hard to take. Very well complimented by sculptural 


lithographs in blue, brown and red by Jean Charlot. (3/7) 
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duBois, William Pene Viking 
SQUIRREL HOTEL $2.00 


Magic of make believe once again, in a story only William Pene duBois could 
have told. For it's the kind of pretend that children (and many grown ups) love, pre- 
tend about how the furry creatures of the woods might live, pretend about tiny things 
in unique settings. Here we have a bees' orchestra (of course we know there are flea 
circuses, so why not a bees' orchestra?). And- on sort of teaser spread, the old man 
who manages the orchestra tells of another venture on which he has launched- a squir- 
rel hotel, complete with modern improvements, well hidden, and developed to meet the 
special needs the squirrels themselves indicated... The story is fun, the pictures 
of toys and insects and animals are beguiling. One could wish the jacket was not so 
muted in tone. It will need duBois' name to carry over a rather depressing exterior. 


Cloth. (3/7) 


O'Reilly, John Viking 
THE GLOB $1.50 


A newspaperman and a cartoonist (Walt Kelly) have combined to produce this 
fantastic distortion of the story of evolution. Possibly the basic element of man 
coming into being, and acquiring successive attributes over the centures will carry 
across the utter nonsense of the humorous telling. For the Glob was a first being to 
emerge from the sea. Eventually he grew toes- and feet- then arms and hands; he 
learned to make a shelter; he knew what fear meant; he acquired a pet; he used a 
club in defense; he used a leopard skin for warmth; he discovered fire, and finally 
he met up with a tribe of less advanced creatures, and taught them all he knew- And 
Man had arrived on earth. A deliberate paralleling of some of the patterns of grow- 
ing up, which may make evolution mean something. Definitely a book to read aloud- 
allowing for adult interpolation. Frankly, I found the whole thing distasteful and 
annoying. Each to his taste. Cloth. (3/7) 


Rowntree, Lester Viking 
RONNIE $2.50 


This is the first rate outdoor material, based on a California background 
that shifts from the mountain reaches of the north to Carmel and the Big Sur region 
behind it. There's a pack trip into the higher mountains, beyond the village where 
Ronnie lives with his foster "Aunt Sal". There's picnicking- fishing trips- hiking- 
sandwiched in between the really responsible job Ronnie has in taking care of Aunt 
Sal's little mountain farm, becoming a man before his time in responsibility and en- 
durance. His new "city" friends from down the state bring new horizons to him. And 
the good things that come are well basedon his own capacities and achievements, not 
on spins of Fortune's wheel. All the makings are here - and the results are good 
reading. But the plot spins thin and lacks climatic qualities which make for hold- 
ing interest. The author is a distinguished botanist and his intimate knowledge of 
the country and the people of which he writes stamp the text with a feeling of region- 
al authenticity. (March) 


Bialk, Elisa World 
JILL'S VICTORY $2.50 


A 4-H story that escapes the inner circles of the goody-goodies, this latest 
horse tale of Elisa Bialk's is of a boarding school girl, Jill's, visit to the farm of 
her 4-H club member cousins, Cissie and Jack. Expert young horsewoman that she is, 
Jill has no understanding of the Head, Heart, Hands and Health mottos- until she 
finds that Victory, her favorite horse, is being sent to board at the farm. With 
Victory as the incentive, Jill enters wholeheartedly into farm activities- realizes 
the full meaning of that motto. A nice story, attractively illustrated by Edward 
Shenton. (3/14) 
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Beckman, Joan Whittlesey House 
THE ROWLEYS OF ROBIN ROAD $2.50 
Excitement brews when an orphaned family of five moves into and has to clean @ { 


up an old house and make it liveable. In the country around Seattle, the house is near 
an old limestone quarry long considered dead- that is until young Connie Rowley starts 
poking about in the crevices of the fireplace and finds a map. The ensuing search re- 
sults in the developing and solving of a lot of problems- whether or not to work the 
quarry and disturb the community or to go on with what they already have- is sustained 
suspense, exhibitive of good character study, conducive to mental exercise. There are 
wonderful scenes about repairing the old house, good descriptions of Connie's attempts 
at journalism in the running of her own small newspaper which she distributes to a few 
neighbors and which she laboriously editorializes about the quarry. The Rowley's ages 
range from nine to twenty and the cross sections of their feelings is well done. Nicely 
illustrated with black and white drawings by Mabel Jones Woodbury. (3/7) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN-Non-fiction 


Strong, Joanna & Leonard, Tom B. Hart 
A TREASURY OF THE WORLD'S GREAT HEROINES $2 .50 


There is so much that is useful about this collection of brief stories of famous 
women than one hesitates to criticize too drastically what are very definitely shortcom- 
ings. However, shortcomings they are. The majority of the people included are Americans, 
eighteen of them, as against twelve of other lands. There seems to be deliberate omission 
of political figures, of religious figures - and yet these two fields number a great many 
who qualify as heroines. But omissions are inevitable. What is not inevitable is the 
superficiality of treatment, the lack of placing for period or regional background, the 
virtual ignoring of the factors that contributed to the rise of some of these women, the 
selection- in some instances- of stock stories often (for instance in the case of the 
first story about Pocahontas, the third one about Sacajawea, the rather sentimental hand- 
ling of Florence Nightingale, )somewhat shaken by contemporary research into primary 
sources. Nonetheless, the inclusion of many heroines on whom very little information is 
available makes this a useful- if somewhat elementary- reference book for school and 
public libraries, a supplementary reading book. (Too bad there is no bibliography ). 


(Publ. ) 





Bishop, Claire Huchet Houghton, Mifflin 
BERNARD AND HIS DOGS $2 .00 


An excellent addition to a series on the lives of the saints, and a particular- 
ly welcome one, for St. Bernard is a familiar figure of whom singularly little is actually 
known to most readers of any age. The hostel in the Alpine pass- the wonderful trained 
dogs- these are the two known facts. Here is the rest of the story, in its way as ab- 
sorbing a one as that of St. Francis (and actually a much more exciting one, with pirates, 
Moorish idolators who preyed on travelers, and so on). Claire Bishop has told the story 
with her gift for blending first rate story telling with a keen interpretative quality. 
But for me, the artificially wooden drawings of Maurice Brevannes (we are told he is a 
celebrated French artist!) and the small type in which the text is set, interfere 
greatly with the success of the book as a whole. Cloth. (3/1) 
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Lent, Henry B. Macmillan 
FROM TREES TO PAPER: The Story of Newsprint $2.75 


What goes on in a huge paper mill and its surrounding forests of spruce and 
balsam up in the Quebec North Woods? Personalizing his story, Henry Lent describes a 
trip he took up the St. Lawrence, gives much of the characters of the lumberjacks and 
mill hands as he learns the steps of newsprint making- cutting down the trees, floating 
them down stream, the tremendous pulverizing action of the machines, winding the rolls 
of paper- successfully conveys a lot of the excitement and danger involved. Geared as 
it is, especially to the paper of the press world and more specifically to the paper 
for "New York's biggest daily newspaper!"- this is nevertheless vivid vocational ma- 
terial. Illustrated with photographs. (3/7) +2 ¥/.s 


Crowder, Dorothy Roy 
THE FLYING NATION $2.50 


A humanized story of bees, about as bad as Maeterlinck's is good. The bees 
of Apis City think seriously about such questions as to whether or not drones must be 
forcibly expelled at the onset of famine, shed tears at the departure of an old queen 
and so forth. Granted the bee story is a poignant one and granted this emotionalized 
version follows their cycle with care, but the illustrations by Helen Heywood, lurid, 
graphic accounts in lavenders, pea greens, yellows, make the whole a little unbear- 
able. An unprofitable source of nature study. (3/3) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN--Fiction 


Balch, Glenn Crowell 
SQUAW BOY $2 .00 


A city boy's adventuresin the west prove at first humiliating- then reward- 
ing. The unnerving experience of mistakenly shooting the ranch's pet badger in order 
to prove his skill to his father is only the first of young Reed Chesington's trials 
before he can prove his worth as a capable human being. But during an incipiently 
unsuccessful summer Reed strays from a pack trip, gets lost, is given up for dead 
for a whole winter- which he spends with Wolf Runner, a Shoshone chief's nephew who 
teaches him the ways of nature, manhood and friendship. A well written, suspenseful 
character builder, and a good dose of Montana-Idaho country. Illustrations by Paul 
Valentino. (3/7) 


Borden, Charles Crowell 
HE SAILED WITH CAPTAIN COOK $2.75 


Runty sized Tobias Whitechapel, fourteen and an able bodied seaman, becomes 
a midshipman and a hero before the end of this memorable one of Cook's voyages. In 
prose that dips as smoothly in and out of his tale as a bark on a balmy sea and that 
talks as sharply as the bark'’s smart captain, Borden describes a wonderful voyage as 
",..with topsails and top gallants drawing..." the “Endeavour” leaves England for the 
South Seas in 1768. With Cook's faith placed in him, Tobias must overcome the petty 
jealousies of fellow officers, help his captain win the confidence of Maori natives, 
wonder at the mysterious scientific observations being made by two passenger doctors, 
Bank and Solander, from the Royal Society, and is the main agent in the rescue of the 
"Endeavour" from doom on the coral of the Great Barrier Reef. An active, colorful 
book. Illustrated by Ralph Ray, Jr. (3/7) 
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Lochlons, Colin Crowell 
TRIPLE PLAY $2.50 


At Union High, Willi Baedecker, a German emigre, learns American ways,is a sen- 
sible victor in a track field-dfamond rivalry with a contemporary from another school, 
convinces his parents of the value of sports. But Willi's is a lumbering story - a 
trudge rather than a yell and a leap from locker room to field. His home, complete with 
a television set is a weak offset to the almost equally limpidly described classroom 
frustrations and incidentally excellent outfielding. Too bad, for in spite of the 
heaviness, situations like the English teacher's insistent, unjustified demands and 
Willi's best pal's admonitions about kidding, provide some genuine hits. (2/77) 


Powell, Miriam Crowell 
JAREB $2.75 


A story, with atmosphere, pathos and happiness, of a South Georgia boy, Jeb, 
and his growing-up experiences. Some of the things that stand out in Jeb's life 
on the ocean flats are his father's insistence that he sell his inefficient but loved 
dog, Sawbuck; the routing of a gang of arsonists in the nearby town; the starting of a 
school of forestry that Jeb finally consents to attend - though he has many misgivings 
about the reasons behind his father's chopping down the pines he himself had tended. 
Sontrasts of moods and happenings are excellent, Miss Powell's prose is often the 
lyrical essence of the south Georgia talk of her characters whose lives and figures 
she etches well. There is definitely something of The Yearling quality here. r 
Illustrations by Marc Simont are a very satisfying addition. (3/7?) 


Young, Scott Little, Brown 
SCRUBS ON SKATES $2.50 


Ice hockey is the be-all and the end-all of this story of Pete Gordon, 
star center at Daniel Mac High School- and very low in his spirits over the finality 
of his transfer to Northwest High School. On the score of a sports story, this is 
first rate hockey (one of the less hackneyed topics, incidentally). The other elem- 
ents are more or less routine: - the lack of sportmanship in Pete at the start, his 
unpopularity with the rest of the team, less brilliant than he, but ambitious and ., 
hardworking, and the erratic progress by which he wins his place and makes himself a 
leader in the new school. There is too something of problems of nationalities, in the 
subplét concerning Bil Spunska, Polish refugee to this Canadian town, and of how he, 
too, made a place for himself. The weakness of the story lies in the almost incredible 
success of the team at the windup - and in the complete indifference to any other 
aspects of school life. (3/17) 
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Dickson, Marguerite Longmans, Green 
ONLY CHILD $2.50 



































The author of several popular books for the middle teens (7urn in the Road- 
Stairway to the Sky etc.) with another story dealing with human relationships- and 
specifically with the difficulties of adjustment when an only child is faced with 
problems of sharing. Gwen is sixteen - and seems young for her age, insecure and 
rather rootless in view of the apparent stability of her background in a Boston subur- 
ban setting. How insecure she is she does not realize until she finds how hard it is 
to be one of three instead of an "only", when two orphaned cousins come to live with 
the Flints. Philippa is a High School Senior, very pretty, very quick to make friends, 
to find her own place at school, very competent (irritatingly so to the reader as well 
as to Gwen). Her young sister, Rozzie, is at the bouncing tomboyish stage of Junior 
High. And Gwen finds life very different. The antagonism between Gwen and Philippa 
grows instead of settling itself. And it takes a serious accident which makes her 
father temporarily an invalid - and a move for a few months to "Flip" and Rozzie's 
old house in Maine - and a succession of incidents surrounding the old family place, 
long deserted,- before Gwen and "Flip" shake down into a comfortable friendliness, 
and Gwen grows up to some recognition of the values of sharing. I'd set this at a 
lower age level than the earlier books, though some not too mature readers around 
sixteen and seventeen might enjoy it. A good story, though one is tempted to give 


Gwen a sound spank, Gwes<e-sound—epeni. (1/2) 


Frazier, Neta J. Longmans, Green 
MY LOVE IS A GYPSY $2 .50 


A thin and hastily plotted confection for teen-age girls, this story combines 
love tremors with airy chatter. Linden Bradley had her share of family troubles, as 
not only was her attractive young aunt, (housekeeping for Lin, her younger brother and 
sister while the Bradley parents were away), proving to be extremely difficult to live 
with, but financial troubles brought on by sheer stupidity which smashed hopes for a 
carefree summer forced the Bradleys to open a fruit stand to pay the rent. However, 
the cooperative project proves to be fun, and with the help of good-looking Skee Lewis, 
Lin's predatory friend Bette, who has her eye on handsome Jot, and the Bradley family, 
the stand produces profits. Also, Lin helps to clear the clouded romance of her aunt 
and lure Skee into the net. Several implausible elements and vapid characters bring 
this down to the slick level. (4/2) 


Longstreth, T. Morris Macmillan 
ELEPHANT TOAST $2.50 


A "hilarious", rather unbelievable summer at a boys' camp, Chesunquoik, in 
Maine's north woods. Complete with a Quiz Kid, a bunch of boys, Murdo, Stringy, Downey, 
Keets ("not Keats"), Quizzy and Blister, (Keets is the hero) and their counselors, find 
themselves rather stranded when a Canadian contingent telegraphs it is unable to come. 
But the lack is supplemented by the arrival of an elephant and her Hindoo keeper, 
squabbles with nearby lake dwellers, the camp cook's excellent cooking. Keets' story 
is told in the first person and in a vein of humor that is not too thick- a step but 
not much more, up from the comic book level towards sophistication. In spite of the 
lack of logic there are some hearty laughs and some new twists to the old camp ex- 
periences. (3/7) 

i 
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Twelve to Fifteen-Fiction 


Sperry, Armstrong Macmillan 
THUNDER COUNTRY $2.75 
*Here's an author can be counted on for exciting adventure and unique back- © q 


grounds. This is a companion story to The Rain Forest (1947) and we meet again Chad 
Powell, still determined that he is going to be an ornithologist, and his scientist 
father, bent this time, on penetrating the jungles of Venezuela on an expedition to 
the head hunters and the rare bird specimens their region is said to yield. There are 
parallels between the two stories, as Chad forms a firm friendship with a native boy, 
learns much of the wilderness ways, seeks out the secret hiding place of the chief and 
finds there the answer to the disappearance of a great Venezuelan. While Sperry- for 
my money - is still at his best in stories of the sea, he is always a first rate spinner 
of tales, and his tropical backgrounds live. Illustrated in black and white. 3/9) ul (s 


Berry, Erick Viking 
SYBIL LUDINGTON'S RIDE $2.50 


Historical fiction with the color, characterization and pace of a first rate 
adventure story. Sybil Ludington's ride is local history in the reaches between Dan- 
bury and York state line, where her thirty mile ride at night - through a storm-carried 
word of the approach of the British, the burning of Danbury, the threat to the outlying 
farms, and the need for the scattered farmers - home on leave for the planting season- 
to muster to their own defense. Sybil and Rebecca, her impulsive, tomboyish younger 
sister, were real girls and come alive in this story of the Spring of '77, while their 
father was off fighting the British, and they were doing their share of a man's work 
on their uncle's farm, with a few setbacks when "Ricky" goes off on some mad tack of 
her own. The yearling colt is a vital figure - and a personality on his own - in the 
story. One could wish the line sketches had been limited to the decorative chapter 
heads. The unprepossessing full page illustrations are a detriment to the book's appeal 
to early teens - and no addition to the format in any case. (3/7) 


Reese, John Westminster 
BIG MUTT $2.50 





A few unusual twists to the familiar story of the sheepkiller dog, makes an 
appealing boy and dog yarn. Abandoned by the city couple who had raised him, the "big 
mutt", loose in the frozen Badlands of North Dakota, soon learns to survive by killing 
sheep, and it is not long before the sheep-herding community is alerted to destroy the 
dog. However, Dwight Jerome, fifteen-year-old son of a sheepman, could not bear to 
see the big dog run into a trap and killed, and it is Dwight's determination and pat- 
jence which reclaim the dog for domestication and sheep herding. A wolf and dog hunt, 
and the everyday pitfalls of sheep raising add interest and excitement to a sound dog 
story. (J.L.G.) (4/1) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-Non-fiction 


Garst, Shannon Houghton, Mifflin 
JIM BRIDGER $2.75 


Thundering along neck and neck with the Hickok story is this Garst companion 
piece (another publisher) about Wyoming's and the surrounding territory's mountain man, 
Jim Bridger. Bridger's dates are 1804 to 1881 which makes him a little older than Hick- 
ok, and unlike Hickok's, his activities lay primarily in scouting and building. An 


illiterate, Bridger left his St. Iouis home in early youth. Fascinated by the Indians, 
he got to know them, became an army scout, was the first to explore Yellowstone geyser @ 
land, became a friend of Kit Carson's, married a Flathead squaw, and founded Fort Brid- 

ger in Wyoming. This novel-account of his whirlwind of accomplishments is supplemented 

with illustrations by William Moyers, pleasing and solid, in black and white. Very 

nice end-paper maps. (4/1) 
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Garst, Shannon Messner 
WILD BILL EICKOK $2.75 


A vigorous, fictionalized biography of the well-loved western hero. Full of 
the earmarks of Shannon Garst's ability to recreate the lore and atmosphere of the 
great westward push, this book has been written in collaboration with her son. Wild 
Bill is pictured successively from his days as a youth with a worrisome yen for shoot- 
ing wolves through the development of his knowledge of the Indians, as a U. S. marshal 
in Kansas, as a scout for Custer, and at last as the tragic victim of a shot in the 
back from a cowardly rival. Born in Illinois, the son of a quiet but strongly aboli- 
tionist father, Jim Hickok was forced into the realization of his ambition- to go 
west- by being falsely accused of a murder. It was then he changed his name to Bill. 
There is, besides the colorful roundup of historical events, camp life, Indian life, 
good character development and smvoth writing. Careful source reading and a thorough 
knowledge of the country, make Shannon Garst's work satisfying and worthwhile. (3/2) 


Syme, Ronald Morrow 
CHAMPLAIN OF THE ST. LAWRENCE $2 .50 


* Third in an excellent series of biographies dealing with great explorers. 
While this hasn't quite the sense of discovery of Bay of the North (the Radisson 
story ) nor the color and drama of Cortes of Mexico, it is still far above the aver- 
age level attained by books of this type. One senses thorough grounding in source 
material, and the author has successfully used- as integral to the text- some of 
Champlain's own writings of his adventures. As one follows his story, and realizes 
that he was the founder of Quebec, of Montreal; that Lake Champlain bears his name, 
and he- first probably among white men, saw the Great Lakes; that he played an 
important part in the establishment of colonies in Nova Scotia, and in other parts 
of New France, the significance of his contribution comes home vigorously. This is 
a somewhat younger approach than the two earlier books. While it still will appeal 
largely to the twelve to fourteens, it could also be read by mature ten and eleven 
year olds. Once again the text is illustrated by William Stobbs in dramatic line. (3/19) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Crisp, Frank Coward-McCann 
THE HAUNTED REEF $2.75 


A boy's dreams of living in the South Pacific atolls- with a lot of adven- 
ture besides- are waved comfortably into life here. Dirk and Jim owned a motor lugger. 
Their home port is Papeete and they jump at chances for the salvage or fishing jobs 
that keep their boat running and themselves supplied with a living. When a particu- 
lar one comes along- to locate a lost ship off the reefs of Kalatonga in the Tuamotu 
archipelago, Dirk and Jim are stuck with more to deal with than they had bargained 
for. Their overcoming of native superstitions, the treacherous captain of another 
ship, dangerous deep sea life- to discover the truth behind a treasure, are all good 
sea scenes with the color and variations of a lagoon below surface. Unfortunately 
the illustrations by R. M Powers, a mixture of shading and spatter techniques in 
black-and white, are attempts at the dramatic that don't quite come off. (2/25) 


Jackson, C. Paul Crowell 
CLOWN AT SECOND BASE $2.50 

Bucky Bushard, a baseball funnyman but rather a star at his second base spot 
in a minor league club gets a major league chance- :f- he cuts out the monkey shines. 
Prone to such activities as leaping, ape-like, about the catcher after hitting a foul, 
Bucky is hard put to squelch his prohibitive though essentially unmalicious doings, 
even when the Detroit Tigers beckon with all teeth showing, even when he himself has 
few illusions about baseball world frustrations. But he manages to "copper it with 
the old oil"- to overcome resentment of discipline through a true love of the sport. 
A crucial major-league game is lost, but the Clown proves his worth as an excellent 
player. Exciting innings, exciting outs. (This is Jackson's second baseball story. 
Remember Rookie, 1st Baseman?) (Feb.) 
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Weber, Lenora Mattingly Crowell 
BEANY AND THE BECKONING ROAD $2 .50 


This time it takes the already beloved Beany Malone of Miss Weber's series, a @ 
trip to California to bring about the further flowering of her romance with the Morning 
Call's young red haired reporter, Norbert. With the prospects of a two weeks summer vac- 
ation from her own job as helper to the Morning Call's problem solver spoiled by Norbert's 
increased interest in his trade and in other girls, Beany jumps at the opportunity of 
driving to the coast to visit her sister. Norbert, of course, finds himself there too. 
In the welter of events that includes scoops, caring for a friend's horse, finding out 
more about people and their feelings, this latest Malone story is a good bit of human 
interest, a good bit of newsworld background. Excellent for hours at the apple-supplied 


window-seat. (3/?) 4/2 


Meredith, Scott- Ed. Dutton 
BAR I ROUNDUP OF BEST WESTERN STORIES $2.75 


With an introduction to each story here are a dozen tales currently culled 
from magazines - and corralling knowns and unknowns. Emphasizing the trends away from 
the cornball stereotype this displays the cowboy and gunfighter, the Indian and the 
settler as realistic figures, the motivation and plot and dialog as more plausible and 
effective. Fresh entertainment. (For full report see P. 48) (3/21) 


Waldman, Frank Houghton, Mifflin 
DELAYED STEAL $2.00 


*Plus item in Big League baseball stories - this fast paced yarn in which a 
father and son - “Maje" Tyler, manager of the Yankees, and Billy Tyler, who helps the 
Detroit Tigers steal the pennant from his father's team - fight to the finish their 
private battle for control. Billy has plenty of shortcomings, but he knows what he } 
wants - and goes after it, even if it means a split with his father, a hasty departure 
for small time ball in the Caribbean as winter conditioning, and a bitter experience 
as "the jinx" on his father's team. He is sold to the Tigers ' and then his career 
takes a new start - and, through chapters of closeups of major league ball games, 
finds the answers that help bring his team to a triumphant finish - and a generous 
backdown on the part of his stubborn father. Good sports novel - good baseball - by 


the author of Bonus Pitcher. (3/1) 


Ambler, Eric Knopf 
EPITAPH FOR A SPY $3.00 


Lighter variant of the spy stalk in the dilemma of a timid teacher of lang- 
uages vacationing in Nice, arrested as a spy and used by Naval Intelligence to find 
the camera that precipitated the predicament. An amusing performance in which our hero 
bluffs and bumbles his way around a motley collection in the pension where he lives. 


(For full report see P. 17). (3/10) 


Boucher, Anthony & McComas, J.F.-Eds. Little, Brown 
THE BEST FROM FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION $2.75 


A royal rummaging around takes over from the space opera and the gadget story 
to select from the classics and the moderns tales of the eerie and unworldly, the 
gay and the scientific. Old times in a new age - each with an introduction that places 
the story in a widening field. (For full report see P. 47) (3/3) @ 
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Rand, Addison Longmans, Green 
SOUTHPAW FLY HAWK $2.50 


No screw balls or moral pepper plays embellish this straight across the 
plate baseball yarn. When Eddie Hadley left the Calumet Miners semi-professional 
team to begin the long, painful climb to the big leagues he was determined to make 
good, not only to support his widowed mother but to carry out his life's ambition. 
Setbacks in the form of a surprise change from the pitching mound to the outfield, 
exhausting slumps, and the usual rookie dilemmas, slow the progress but Eddie fi- 
nally gets the nod from the New York Giants front office. Good play, lively dia- 
mond chatter. Illus. by W. B. Ricketts. (4/2) 


McDonald, Zillah Messner 
A CAP FOR CORINNE $2 .50 


Another career book, this time about nursing. With all and perhaps more 
than the action of Lucky Miss Spaulding, this has the fulfillment of a happy ending- 
Corinne's marriage and prospects of life work with her beloved young pathologist, 
Dr. Burnette. Together they adventure through struggles with Corinne's parents who 
think clothes and looks are most important in life; the poignancy of Burnette's 
unsung love; case histories, the most notable of which are an unloved boy with 
rheumatic fever and a cancerous old actress who is agile enough to smuggle drugs to 
an addict brother; through the beginnings of Burnette's life plans for research. 
Though at times structurally thin, the plot and embellishments escape sentiment- 
are a nice turnout of adventure and accomplishment and a fair introduction to the 
medical world. (3/18) 


Nash, Eleanor Arnett Messner 
LUCKY MISS SPAULDING $2 .50 


Career and independence versus marriage and hometown life are rather sharply 
outlined here. Caroline Spaulding, just out of school, is beset by the wishes of her 
stern parents, by falling in love with the wrong boy, by the inner compulsion to make 
a success of herself at becoming a buyer with a New York department store. Breck, a 
rich boy who lives near Caroline's suburb, Sudbury, is the temporary winner of her 
affections over a faithful Johnnie, this romance being carried on during weekends in 
and out of New York after Caroline has pursuaded her parents to let her rent a city 
apartment with a friend. Disillusion with Breck, however, is happily followed by 
Caroline's advancement to head of stock in the college department of her store and 
a realization that she loves and eventually wants to marry Johnnie. A fast moving 
tale with adventure following adventure in swift and vivid succession. The love 
scenes, personal problems, zesty descriptions of the selling world (here of good 
vocational value) are good dishes for the romantic, ambitious, temporarily uncertain 


young. (3/18) 


O'Rourke, Frank Random House 
GOLD UNDER SKULL PEAK $2.50 


A fairly uncomplicated New Mexican Territory treasure hunt story has a 
certain plausibility and honesty which take it out of the mediocre. Conroy's de- 
termination to locate treasure lost for 250 years precipitates a smoldering feud, 
and the search for old Spanish hordes writes fatal finish. Action, adventure, ro- 
mance. (Full report P. 47) (2/15) 
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Athanas, Verne Simon & Schuster 
$2.50 


THE PROUD ONES 


A Texas trail driver, shot up in a saloon fight, stays on as Deputy Marshal under 
Cass Silver. In their efforts to clean up the town, Thad learns the loneliness of the life 
he has chosen, and when Cass is killed, he finds that courage too has a hollow ring. (For 


full report see P. 49) (3/14) 


Campbell, John W.- kd Simon & Schuster 
THE ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION ANTHOLOGY $3.00 


The editor of Astounding Science Fiction hag chosen 23 stories to illustrate 
the chronological development of this medium, with a resultant roll call of all the 
well knowns today. (For full report see P. 49) (3/20) 


Westminster 


Cavanna, Betty- £d. 
PICK OF THE LITTER $2.50 

The High School crowd's favorite author picks her own favorite dog stories for 
an anthology that somehow doesn't quite come off. Though the roster of authors is in- 
pressive (Margaret Lee Runbeck, Don Marquis, James Street, Alexander Woollcott, Gladys 
Tabor and others) - the selections seem to be scraps and snippets rather than rounded 
stories. There are a few noteworthy exceptions. Roderick Lull's story of the strength- 
ening of a father- son relationship in which a hunting dog plays his part; an amusing 
dog portrait by Philip Curtiss; an appealing boy and dog yarn by James Street; the fa- 
mous Verdun Belle by Woollcott. Unfortunately, the bulk of the material is mediocre in 
‘onstruction or frequently sentimental in the tearjerker category; while one selection, 
an unpleasant Negro story by Vereen Bell, seems entirely unsuitable in a juvenile anthol- @ 
ogy. There have been better- though not bigger- dog story anthologies, and we hesitate 
to subscribe to the assurance of the title. (4/1) 


NON--FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Stebbins, Lucy Poate Columbia Univ. Press 
LONDON LADIES $3.00 


Profiles which set off the charms of cruelties of six 18th century ladies. 
There is Martha Ray, milliner's apprentice who became the mistress of the Earl of Sand- 
wich; Elizabeth Inchbold, actress, whose beauty could not compensate for a cold heart; 
Amelia Opie, writer, whose frivolous, gentle nature won the affection of many; the 
Siddons sisters, whose rivalry for the affections of Sir Thomas Lawrence did not stop 
with death; the Russian Countess, rejected by Metternich; and Jane Welsh Carlyle whose 
empty days reflected her disinclination for life... A period piece and petit-point of 
character and conduct. (For full report see P. 52) (2/14) 


Crowell 


Eberle, Irmengarde 
BIG FAMILY OF PEOPLES $3.00 
A world history by peoples, this trots briskly back and forth over ages and 
areas, tying up one package and then running back quickly to start another to make up 
for the deficiencies of the previous. From the Neolithic to the modern American the 
author takes each of her men, Egyptian, African, French, etc., from their beginnings to 
the present day, establishing in each story as much contact with all others as space 
permits and touching, sometimes enlighteningly, sometimes confusingly, on the highlights 
of each. For example, the last few centuries of Egyptian history are tossed off with _ 
these sentences; "Next the Arabians threw the Romans out and took the country over. ( 
Centuries later, around A. D. 1169, came the Turks." But compensation is found in such 
things as the logical dispersion of tribes in Africa, the natural development of differ- 
ent culture traits. Especially as it is without illustrations, such an all encompassing 
work is hard put to be more than a flash in the pan, but in its function as a stimulus 
it serves not too badly. For television geared mentalities. (Msfth\ fp 14) 
} 
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Brown, Harriet J. Harper 
HAND WEAVING $h .00 


A "how to" book at once practical and deeply appreciative of the art it 
describes. The loom and its parts, the thread, an imaginative chapter on color, 

different weaving techniques - there are the basic elements of the book. Prefaced 
by a brief history of weaving. Written for pleasure reading- returned to for prac- 
tice, this is tops in its field. (For full report see P. 51) (2/13) 


Heinold, George Holt 
BURGLAR IN THE TREETOPS $3.00 


An outdoor book which makes wildlife unusually fascinating through tales 
from personal observation and knowledge and the findings of others. A variety of 
four-footed creatures, including the raccoon, a gray squirrel, a red fox, a mink, 

a muskrat, a skunk - on to the bobcat, the black bear, the white tailed deer, the 
woodchuck, the cottontail, the snowshow hare, the weasel, the porcupine, the otter. 
Besides natural history information, the dramas and comedies of their lives, their 
debits and assets to human beings, their characteristics and personalities, there 
is hunting by gun and camera for an overall picture of popular appeal. (Full re- 
port P. 62) (3/31) 


Yost, Edna Lippincott 
MODERN AMERICAN ENGINEERS $2.50 


Well known for other such collections of biographical sketches, among them 
Modern Americans in Sctence and Invention, and American Women of Nursing, Edna Yost 
writes in an easy, not too emotional, reportorial style, this time of engineers. 
Robert Doherty of the Carnegie Institute, Vannevar Bush of “mechanical brain" and 
atomic science fame, Arthur Ernest Morgan of TVA are among her choice of twelve. 
As the study of society through the lives of its wielders and a very interesting 
material about engineering, this will make good junior-high reading. (3/5) 

2L 


Allan, Ted & Gordon, Sydney Little, Brown 
THE SCALPEL, THE SWORD $5 .00 


A stimulating biography whose subject, Dr. Norman Bethune, is presented in 
love, understanding and fairness. In China, where he died, he was known as Pai Chu 
En (White Seek Grace) and worshipped by guerrillas and civilians alike. The story 
turns back to his career, his decision to study medicine, his unhappy marriage, his 
gift in painting and sculpture, the onslaught of TB and the verdict of death which 
he refused to accept. While at Trudeau he studied the possibilities of artificial 
pneumothorax - and insisted on an operation and was healed. The Spanish Civil War 
gave him opportunity for perfecting techniques of thoracic surgery; then he went to 
China where he stayed until his death. This Canadian's life packs a terrific wallop, 
depicting a real person and a real story. (For full report see P. 22) (3/3) 


Mowat, Farley Little, Brown 
THE PEOPLE OF THE DEER $4.00 


Years as a traveler and explorer among the Ihalmiut people in the country 
north of Saskatchewan resulted in this book which approaches the stature of a work 
of art. In sustained, vivid prose, the record emerges of a fever of longing to know 
the Barrens, the land and the people. He observes the amazing collective behaviour 
of reindeer herds, the joys and legends of the Eskimos in a seldom found perfect 
combination of the poetically descriptive and scientifically factual. (For full 
report see P. 62). (3/31) 
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Burns , Eugene Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE LAST KING OF PARADISE $4.00 
A colorful biography of a colorful man who lived in a vivid time and place. @ { 


David Kalakaua, last king of Hawaii, ruled during the last half of the 19th century. 
During his years as ruler he was required to prevail over the long standing Kamehameha 
dynasty, to manoeuver whites and Hawaiians politically, to inherit the cross section 
of the island problems. Hawaiians fought Hawaiians; missionaries fought trader; whites 
fought Hawaiians - and Kalakaua worked towards making himself titular head of a united 
kingiom of the Pacific - and lost. Burns‘ lively style does justice to his hero and 
to the significance of a period important in the growth of the Pacific area, and the 
study of the impact of the west ani native culture. (For full report see P. 59) (3/17) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Hartley, Frank & Goldenson Columbia Univ. Press 
UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN'S PLAY 2? 


An absorbing book in a specialized field, this should prove an invaluable 
aid to thos who work with children through nursery to elementary school. Fresh, pro- 
vocative ideas in a wholesome not too technical presentation, this gives the authors' 
findings on an extensive - and intensive - exploration into the function of play in a 
child's development. The potentialities of play materials, the expressive activities, 
dramatic play, block play, water play, clay activity, use of graphic materials, fing- 
er paint experiences, music and movement are among the areas explored. The work gives 
the reader valuable insight into normal growth processes. (Full report P. 58) 

(Mid March) 


Beigel, Hugo Stephen Daye 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SEX EDUCATION $4 .95 





A good volume for home or school library, complete with 1300 odd entries, 
this live up to its subtitle; - The biological, psychological, physiological, social, 
legal and medical aspects of sexual development". On the main subdivisions, the defin- 
itions are clear; he makes every effort to cover as much as possible in short space; the 
arrangement is easy and obvious. (For full report see P. 53) (2/18) 


Baruch, Dorothy W. Julian Press (Messner) 
ONE LITTLE BOY $3.50 


An impossible book to sum up in brief space,so read the long report on P. 63. 
Through a clinical study of the analysis of one small boy, suffering from asthma, school 
failure, frustrations and hostilities, the reader explores conditions and symptoms ex- 
isting in lesser or greater degree in many children. It is an intimate, frank handling 
of some taboos; it is a story of fantasies revealed, hostilities released, and the proc- 
ess of growing up. Should be recommended to parents and teachers with more than aver- 
age background on techniques of psychotherapy. (March) 








